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St. Mary’s Sports History 

1920-1929 

Russell Martina Coach 1925-1932 Basketball 
 

1930-1939 

John Rybak Hired as teacher and coach 1935  

 

1940-1949 

 Athletic Association started 1940-1941  

Dan Pordum All Catholic –First Team Basketball 

 6 Man Football 1946 Football 

 1946-1948 Undefeated Coached by John 

Rybak 

Football 

 6 Man football was dropped as a sport 

because centralized schools went to 11 Man 

& SMSD did not have the enrollment to 

accommodate 

 

 

1950-1959 

 ESDAA Champions 1951-1957 

Coached by John Rybak 

Basketball 

 Track Team Started 1957 Track 

Kevin Kelley All Catholic 1958 Cross Country 

Joan Tulloch Badminton Champion 1958  Badminton 

Quentin Amati ESDAA All Star  

Catholic League All Star 

 

 Boys Basketball National Champions  
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1960-1969 

Kevin Kelley National MVP 1960 Track 

Tom Ripic National Discus Mark of 155’ 1 ¾ “ 1960 Track 

 

 

John Rybak 

International Games for the Deaf  

Helsinki, Finland 1961 

Track Coach 

 

 

Track 

Tom Ripic Gold Medal – Discus Track 

Kevin Kelley  Track 

Kevin Milligan  Basketball 

Fran Berst  Basketball 

Fran Tadak Gold Medal Basketball 

Bill Schwall  Basketball 

   

Lou Pennella  Hired Coach 1964  

Frank Podsiadlo Hired Coach 1965  

Janet (Santa Lucia)Allen Hired P.E. staff 1967  

Boys’ Varsity 

 

MMAA Bishop Smith League Champions 

Coached by Lou Pennella 1967-1968  

Track 

Lou Pennella National Coach of the Year 1968 Track 

 

Pat Berrigan 

Carl Cerniglia 

 

 

Jim Gillen 

Deaf Olympics- Yugoslavia 

5th Place Long Jump 

Bronze Medal 200 Meters 

Silver Medal 4 x 100 Relay 

Silver Medal 4 x 400 Relay 

All Around Certificate for Top10 

 

Track 

Track 

Track 

Track 

Gymnastics 

Boys’ Grade School WNY Parochial School Champions 

Coached by Lou Pennella 

1966, 1969 

Basketball 

Dennis Berrigan Courier Express Kelley Award  

MMAA Smith League’s  

Most Valuable Athlete 1968  

 

 


